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Lesson 3 
 
1Timothy 3 
 

Read 1Timothy 3:1-7 
 

1. Once again Paul addresses the subject of desire. What does he says is a good 
desire?  

 
 

2. Define the word bishop?  
(The NT uses the term bishop, overseer, elder and pastor interchangeably) 

 
 

3. Paul will go on to describe the qualities necessary for a person to serve as a 
bishop. Make a list of those qualities.  

 
 

4. Define the following terms.  
 Blameless  

 
 Temperate  

 
 Sober-minded  

 
 Hospitable  

 
 

5. Why do you think these qualities are necessary for a person who serves as a 
leader?  

 
 
For Discussion  
A. Which, if any of these areas do you need to give special attention to?  
 
 
 

6. What does Paul say about the private life of the leader?  
 
 

7. What does Paul say about the family life of a leader?  
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For Discussion 
B. Why do you think these qualities are necessary for a person who serves as 

a leader?  
 
 
 
C. In what ways can you give more attention to your marriage and family?  
 
 
 

8. In 1Timothy 3:7, what does Paul say about the public life of the leader?  
 
 

9. Why would having a good testimony among unbelievers be important to 
leadership in the church?  

 
 
For Discussion 
D. Share a time when your example led to an opportunity to share Christ with 

someone. 
 
 
 

Read 1Timothy 3:8-13 
 

A deacon is a person who serves in the church. They are usually involved in the 
areas of ministry that enable things like worship and teaching to take place. Paul 
will address the character necessary for a deacon.  
 

1. Define the following terms.  
 Reverent  

 
 Not double tongued  

 
 Not greedy 

 
a. Why would these qualities be important for a leader?  

 
 

b. Which, of any of these areas do you need to give special attention to?  
 
 

2. What do you think it means to "hold the mysteries of the faith"? 
 
 

3. Why does a deacon need to hold the mysteries of the faith?  
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For Discussion 
E. Why should deacons be tested before they are given specific areas of 

ministry?  
 
 
 
F. Share a way a deacon could be tested before being given the responsibility 

of ministry.  
 
 
 

4. Paul addresses the family life of a deacon. How should the way a person 
treats their wife or children impact their ministry?  

 
 

5. In 1Timothy 3:13 Paul promises that serving as a deacon will produce things 
in our life. What are those things?  

 
 
For Discussion  
G. Make a plan for how to implement the things that you discovered in this 

lesson. For example, if you need to work on your marriage give at least 
three practical and measurable things you can do on a daily basis.  

 
 
 

Read 1Timothy 3:14-16 
 

1. According to 1Timothy 3:14-15 why did Paul write this letter to Timothy?  
 
 

2. How does Paul describe the church?  
 
 

The NIV reads 
"If I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in 
God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
foundation of the truth." 

 
a. What is a pillar?  

 
 

b. What is a foundation?  
 
 

3. What does Paul say is the pillar and foundation of the church?  
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For Discussion  
H. If the church is built upon the foundation of the truth, what place should 

we give to the Word of God in our services?  
 
 
 

4. 1Tim 3:16 seems to be a doxology sung by the early church. It is filled with 
praise and theology.  

 
 What do we learn about God from 1Timothy 3:16? 

 
 

 What does it mean to be manifest in the flesh?  
 
 

5. What verbs are used in 1Timothy 3:16 to describe what God has done?  
 
 

6. What two verbs from 1Timothy 3:16 are we responsible to practice?  
 
 
For Discussion  
I. The word Gentiles comes from the Greek word "Ethnos" where we get the 

word ethnic or ethnicity. It speaks of all nations. How can we be a part of 
making sure that Christ is still preached among the nations?  
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Pillar Of Truth 
 

1 Timothy 3:15 

“I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is 

the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

 

The church, designed by God, serves many purposes in the life of the believer. It is a place for 

corporate worship, where the gifts and talents of others enhance our expression of praise. The 

Bible alludes to the fact that our praises are like a sweet aroma, filling the courts of heaven. The 

church provides a place for corporate prayer. As Jesus instructed us, there is additional power 

behind prayer when we gather with others to offer our requests to God. The church is also a place 

for fellowship. God designed us as social beings. We achieve our best when surrounded by those 

whose lives propel us forward with godly examples. Scripture informs us that fellowship with 

other believers is like a steel file sharpening a knife to make it more useful in the master’s hand. 

When we surround ourselves with other believers, we are in a place where we can share each 

other’s burdens, encourage each other through struggles, and lift each other up when we fall. 

While there may be many more benefits we can derive from the church, Paul writes in this 

passage about what we might call the primary purpose of the church. 

 

“The church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

 

The city of Ephesus was known in the ancient world, for the grand temple of the goddess Diana. 

This elaborate building sat on a hill overlooking the city, in classic Grecian style, was surrounded 

by enormous pillars. It has been suggested by some that each of the pillars was more elaborate 

than the next, as they expressed the glory of the temple. Imagine what it must have been like for 

Timothy, to open this letter from Paul, read that the church is the pillar of the truth, while sitting 

under the shadow of that temple. Just as the pillars were designed to hold up the roof of that 

massive structure, so was the church designed to hold up the truth of the Word of God. 

 

In a culture that is becoming increasingly secular, we are in need, more than ever, of the clear and 

simple teaching of the Word of God. Scripture compares itself to meat, milk, and honey, which 

feed the soul and strengthen the spirit. It is also equated to light, helping guide us through the 

difficulties of life and directing us into the will and ways of God. Scripture is synonymous to oil 

and water, that works to soften our hearts to the things of God. It can act as a hammer, breaking 

up the fallow ground that keeps us from trusting in His promises. His word is also like a sharp 

knife, able to cut away things that don’t belong in our lives, thus making us better equipped for 

service and able to experience the abundant life He promises. The Word can remove the veil that 

hides the face of God and reveal who He is and what He is like. We are told that through the 

promises of God we are able to partake of His divine nature. 

 

There have been times in history where the earth has faced a famine of the teaching of the Word; 

Christians starving spiritually because of a lack of clear teaching of Scripture. This is not one of 

those times. There are many good churches holding forth the Truth of the Word. It is critical, as a 

Christian, that you find yourself in regular attendance where you can grow in the grace and 

knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Pastor Jim 

https://pjimgallagher.com/2015/09/24/pillar-of-truth/

