
55 
 

Lesson 9 
 
2Timothy 3 
 

Read 2Timothy 3:1-9 
 

1. What does Paul tell us to expect as the end times approach?  
 
 

2. How are the end time unbelievers described in 2Timothy 3:2-4? 
 
 

3. What did Jesus tell us should be the focus of our love? (See Mark 12:30-31) 
 
 

4. Where does Paul say mans’ love will be focused as the end approaches?  
 
 
For Discussion  
A. What does self-love look like?  
 
 
 
B. What does love for God look like?  
 
 
 
C. What does love for others look like?  
 
 
 

5. What do you think Paul means by using the phrase "having a form of 
godliness but denying its power"? 

 
 

6. According to 2Timothy 3:6 who do these false teachers target?  
 
 

7. What do you think Paul means by the phrase "always learning and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth"? 
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8. Traditionally Jannes and Jambres have been recognized as two of the 
magicians that served in Pharaoh's court. They resisted the obvious 
manifestations of God and continued to deceive Pharaoh and lead the nation 
away from God. How are false teachers like these two magicians?  

 
 

Read 2Timothy 3:10-17 
 

1. Paul clearly saw himself as an example for others to pattern their lives after. 
According to 2Timothy 3:10 what areas of life did he set an example in?  

 
 

2. How can we be an example to others in the following areas?  
 Doctrine  

 
 Manner of life 

 
 Purpose  

 
 Faith  

 
 Long-suffering  

 
 Love  

 
 Perseverance 

  
 Persecution 

 
 Affliction 

 
 

3. Who has been an example in your spiritual life?  
 
 
For Discussion  
D. Paul mentions the Lord delivering him out of the difficulties he faced in 

Antioch, Iconium and Lystra. Read the following passages and share how 
God delivered Paul from each of these struggles.  

 
 Acts 13:42-52  

 
 Acts 14:1-7 

 
 Acts 14:8-20  
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E. What does this teach about how God delivers us?  
 
 
 

4. Write out the promise given in 2Timothy 3:12. 
 
 

5. Why does Godly living lead to persecution?  
 
 

6. Read 2Timothy 3:13-16. In light of the rise of false teaching why is being a 
student of the Bible important? 

 
 

7. Verse 16 is one of the most important verses in helping us to understand the 
value of the Bible.  

 
 What does Paul say about where Scripture came from?  

 
 

 What does Paul say the Bible is profitable for?  
 
 

 Define the following terms.  
a. Doctrine  

 
b. Reproof 

 
c. Correction     

 
d. Instruction 

 
 

8. According to 2Timothy 3:17, what will the Bible accomplish in the life of 
those who read it?  
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Profitability 
 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.” 

 

Sometimes we neglect reading our Bibles because we do not see the value in it. There are times 

when we don’t understand what we are reading, or how it applies to the daily struggles we are 

facing. It is not uncommon when talking with a struggling Christian, to share a promise from the 

Word, only to see them stiffen up and comment on how they don’t think that will help. In this 

passage, Paul addresses the true value of the Word of God. He uses a word that all business men 

will appreciate, profitable. He is saying the Words of God are of great value for our lives and for 

our daily living. They provide doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction. 

 

The word doctrine means teaching. Paul says one of the great benefits of the Word of God is that 

it reveals who God is, and what He is like. We live in a fallen world that has been greatly affected 

by sin. When we look at God through the filter of our circumstances, we develop a skewed view 

of what He is like. It is only through His Word that we can truly understand God, and begin to 

understand why we are experiencing the trials we face. The word “reproof” means to rebuke or 

reprimand. None of us likes to be reprimanded, but we all realize there are times when we get off 

track and need a little rebuke. Like road signs warning us the bridge is out or the lane we are in is 

ending. The words of God will show us what we are doing wrong, in order to keep us from 

ruining our life, family, relationships and witness. The Bible goes a step further than reproof, and 

also promises to correct us. Did you ever receive a test in school that had been corrected, only to 

find it covered in red ink, showing you what you did wrong, but without giving any instruction on 

how to fix it? That is not correction. Instead of just showing us what we are doing wrong, the 

Bible will also reveal what things are pleasing to God, and instruct us in how to do them. Paul 

calls this, instruction in righteousness. 

 

Our Christian growth and our effectiveness in ministering to others, is directly connected to the 

time we spend in the Word of God. A well-worn Bible is a good sign when it is accompanied 

with well-worn shoes from living out the teaching of the Word. Let’s commit ourselves to the 

daily reading of the Word, so we can become a people fit for our Master’s use. 

 

Pastor Jim 
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