
Exodus 24:5 

“Then	  he	  sent	  young	  men	  of	  the	  children	  of	  Israel,	  who	  offered	  burnt	  offerings	  and	  

sacrificed	  peace	  offerings	  of	  oxen	  to	  the	  Lord.” 

“If you want something done right, you have to do it yourself.” I am quite certain 

most of us have heard this little slogan. The lesson in it is, there is no way to get a 

job done properly, unless you alone are the one to do it. I would guess each of us 

could supply loads of empirical data that would support such a statement. We have 

all given a task to another, only to find they proved less than qualified to 

accomplish it. 

While it is necessary for a person to prove themselves faithful before they are 

given opportunity for ministry, it is also true, that the method of God is to expand 

ministry, by giving it away. Moses was not a one-man-band who did not allow 

others opportunity to serve. Instead, he spread ministry by putting it into the 

hands of others. 

Although the names, physical descriptions, and occupations of these men are not 

disclosed, we do know, they were less than qualified for the task. The one 

adjective used to describe them, was that they were young. Young, in many cases, 

could be used synonymously with the word inexperienced. The basic idea is, Moses 

chose guys who might seem unqualified for the job, in order to raise up another 

generation given to the service of the Lord. Moses was not alone in this approach, 

Jesus and Paul were both known for giving ministry away. 

I think there are two simple applications to draw from this text. First, we should 

seek to become a person that others would want to include in ministry. If we know 

those serving the Lord are always looking for faithful, although perhaps 

inexperienced people, we should seek to be faithful. Second, if we are involved in 

ministry, we cannot try to hold on to it. Instead of viewing it as “our ministry”, we 

should see it as “His ministry”, and be looking for others to team with, and 

ultimately, to pass things on to. 
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