
Exodus 29:20-21 

“Then	  you	  shall	  kill	  the	  ram,	  and	  take	  some	  of	  its	  blood	  and	  put	  it	  on	  the	  tip	  of	  the	  right	  ear	  

of	  Aaron	  and	  on	  the	  tip	  of	  the	  right	  ear	  of	  his	  sons,	  on	  the	  thumb	  of	  their	  right	  hand	  and	  on	  

the	  big	  toe	  of	  their	  right	  foot,	  and	  sprinkle	  the	  blood	  all	  around	  on	  the	  altar.	  And	  you	  shall	  

take	  some	  of	  the	  blood	  that	  is	  on	  the	  altar,	  and	  some	  of	  the	  anointing	  oil,	  and	  sprinkle	  it	  on	  

Aaron	  and	  on	  his	  garments,	  on	  his	  sons	  and	  on	  the	  garments	  of	  his	  sons	  with	  him;	  and	  he	  

and	  his	  garments	  shall	  be	  hallowed,	  and	  his	  sons	  and	  his	  sons’	  garments	  with	  him.” 

The Lord went to great detail to explain the garments that the High Priest would 

wear. He referred to them as holy garments, designed for glory and for beauty. In 

other words, they were designed to both look beautiful and to reveal some aspect 

of the Lord’s glory. These garments included a breastplate, an ephod, a robe, a 

skillfully woven tunic, a turban, and a sash. The most highly skilled artisans in all 

Israel were commissioned to create them. Once the day of consecration arrived, 

Aaron and his sons were dressed in the most beautiful and highly technical attire 

the world had ever seen, but as they approached the altar, something quite 

striking took place. An innocent ram was killed, it’s flesh offered upon the altar, 

it’s blood mixed with anointing oil, and this mixture placed upon the Priest. 

Imagine how shocking to see the High Priest all dressed up, then have blood 

splattered upon his garments. No longer would our attention be drawn to his 

beautiful turban, breastplate or sash, now all we would notice was the stain. 

God wanted the people, then and now, to understand that access to God is never 

based upon what we try to do to earn it. All the skilled artisans on the planet 

could not create attire clean enough to grant access to God. Access to God is only 

granted when sin is covered by the blood of the innocent. This was symbolized by 

the blood stained garments of the Priests, and pointed to the time when Christ 

would make a way for all to have access to God. 

Hebrews 9:12 

“Not	  with	  the	  blood	  of	  goats	  and	  calves,	  but	  with	  His	  own	  blood	  He	  entered	  the	  Most	  Holy	  

Place	  once	  for	  all,	  having	  obtained	  eternal	  redemption.” 

The blood was also placed upon the ear, toe and thumb of the Priest. This was 

symbolic of a cleansing of all that he had done, and preparation for where he 

would go. How often have we laid our head on our pillows at night only to be 

consumed with guilt, for the things we have heard, seen or touched. We live in a 

fallen world, and sin is always around us. It is so comforting to know there is 

cleansing available to free us from sin and guilt. 
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