
Exodus 33:18 

“And	  he	  said,	  ‘Please,	  show	  me	  Your	  glory.’” 

While most of Israel seemed satisfied with their present experience of God, Moses 

had a longing for more. His past experiences of being commissioned directly by 

God at the burning bush, seeing the miraculous hand of God work through the 

plagues, watching the Red Sea part, tasting Manna from heaven and water from a 

rock, hearing the voice of God from the mountain, and seeing the Shikinah glory 

abide in his own tent, were not enough to satisfy the longing in Moses’s heart for 

more of God. He desired a deeper and fuller experience of God than he ever had. 

He is illustrating the words of Jesus when He declared, “Blessed	  are	  those	  who	  

hunger	  and	  thirst	  for	  righteousness,	  for	  they	  shall	  be	  filled” (Matthew 5:6). Moses is not 

alone in his desire for more of God. We read that Joshua did not depart from the 

Tabernacle. Later, David would cry out, “one	  thing	  I	  desire	  of	  the	  Lord	  and	  that	  will	  I	  

seek	  after	  that	  I	  may	  dwell	  in	  the	  house	  of	  the	  Lord	  forever” (Psalm 27:4). And again, 

“As	  the	  deer	  pants	  for	  the	  water	  so	  my	  so	  longs	  after	  You,	  oh	  God” (Psalm 42:1). Elisha 

would cry out for a double portion of the Spirit of God that was on his predecessor 

(2 Kings 2:9), and Paul declared that his greatest desire was to know Christ, even 

if that meant great suffering (Philippians 3:10). Oh, that our hearts would long to 

know Christ better. That the experiences of the past would only work as fuel to 

drive us closer to Him, that we might see His glory. For Moses to experience the 

glory of God,  began with a desire expressed in prayer, but it did not stop there. 

To truly encounter the Lord, he must go from prayer, to the Word. It was through 

His Word, that God revealed Himself to Moses. He did not see Him, but heard Him. 

The same will be true of us. If you are yearning for more of God, the place to go is 

His Word. There He reveals Himself as the merciful, gracious, patient, true, good, 

forgiving and just, Lord of all. 
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